2006 WGA CASE OF THE YEAR
WASHINGTON/OREGON POACHER NABBED

Submitted by: Officers Ryan John and Jim Nelson

During the 2006 early archery deer season, Officer Jim Nelson stopped in a Colountiya C
convenience store and was shown a photo of a man posing with two trophy mule deer buck
heads. The photo got Officer Nelson’s attention and had raised some suspicions. Asfew day
later, Officer Nelson mentioned the photo to Officer Ryan John, and the two of thenedetur

take another look at the photo. Both officers had spent most their lives in Garfield andi@olum
Counties, and knew the area very well. As a matter of fact, the drainage wHnentiee” had
claimed to have killed the deer was located along the border of the two offistnists. After

taking another look at the photo, both officers agreed the heavy racks, of both deer in the photo,
had far too much mass to have come from the farmland the hunter claimed to have killed them
in. Officer John remembered contacting the “hunter” in the photo at the store ¢herimgnting
season, and remembered the man had driven away in an Oregon plated pickup.

After a little homework, it was determined that the man was an established tj€dfegon

resident and had a strange history of hunting license purchases and canceall&iah<regon

and Washington. All licenses purchased, by the man, had been purchased as residennlicense
both states. It is a criminal violation to purchase or possess residentdiG@msenore than one
state. It was also learned that the same suspect had also been citeddyg Q&ison and Todd
Vandivert on several occasions over the past few hunting seasons.

Eastern Oregon’s mule deer population is tightly regulated in permit-only humks, w
Washington allows “over-the-counter” purchase of deer licenses, so the offigarstbesuspect
the large bucks may have been taken in eastern Oregon and covered by eastegtias
general tags. The suspect was a recently convicted felon and was purclasngtags and
posing with archery gear. It was also determined that the suspect was pgonoself as a
trophy big game guide.

After closer examination of the photograph a few other things seemed out of pldle.photo,

there were fall leaves on the ground, the buck heads were cut off under the jaw, and both heads
appeared fresh. Officer John showed the photo to long-time WDFW Wildlife Biokagist

Fowler and told him what they suspected. Pat took one look at the photo and said he believed
that not only did they come from Oregon, but from Oregon winter range becausetafthefs

hair around the antler pedicels.

The next step the officers made was to contact Oregon State Police Fishidiifd Wooper
Jim Collom stationed in Medford Oregon. Trooper Collom agreed with the WDFMeGfthat
the deer were likely poached in Oregon, and covered with Washington tags. lreexstagt
further investigation was warranted, to attempt to gain further evidenoetimsuspect, his
vehicle and his residence. Since Medford is approximately 500 miles from ColGulnidy,
the trick was to catch the suspect at his residence. Trooper Collom watchesidaeae for
several weeks, but the suspect only appeared once, for a short time, alWal. olbvious, from
the surveillance that the suspect was constantly on the go.



The day before the opener of the late general archery season in Columbia Courty, JOIffin

saw the suspect in the same hunting area. Officer John again contacted the convengence s
owner, who provided him with two more photos (which the suspect had just dropped off) of the
suspect’s trophy kills; a large bull elk and a trophy blacktail buck.

Officer John contacted Officer Nelson and they decided to serve a searahtwarthe suspect

at his camp in Washington, so Officers Rob McQuary and Alan Myers brought the undercove
pickup over to watch the camp until the suspect returned. Unfortunately, the suspect neve
returned to camp, so the officers cleared the camp without success. Aht@figer John
obtained a search warrant for the suspect and his vehicle. Shortly after oldagrargh

warrant, Officer John, Officer Nelson and Columbia County Deputy Richard locategsfiecs
The Officers served the search warrant on the suspect and located a riflronttseat, his

bow still in its case under a lot of gear, and his dual resident hunting licenses. Adgitional
winter range field photos of the same deer were found in a large photo album in th€ssuspec
possession.

While Officer Nelson finished the warrant service, Officer John booked the mahénto t

Columbia County Jail for Felon in Possession of a Firearm. Officer Nelsdee' rmught

Nelson a change of clothes from home, so that Officers John and Nelson could set off for
Medford Oregon. On that afternoon, the officers updated the search warrant for tic€éssuspe
residence in Medford Oregon. After a nine-hour trip, the WDFW officengeakin Medford

(early the next morning) and contacted Trooper Collom who took them to the Jackson County
D.A. to get the warrant approved. Changes to the warrant were made to suit the &rcasdtut

the Judge signed it around noon. The suspect had been released from jail around 09:00 hrs, so
additional OSP Troopers sat on the suspect’s house to watch for family membersgivho mi

want to remove evidence.

After a short briefing, OSP F&W Sqgt. Kirk Meyer, OSP F&W Troopers Jimahalleff

Allison, and Brad Bennett, and Officers John and Nelson served the warrant ondéecesi
All of the antlers and several firearms were found, in addition to numerous additional
photographs that opened more investigations into winter range mule deer, blacktapeante
turkey, and theft. The search also revealed additional suspects and crimes fori@8Btigate.
OSP seized a freezer full of untagged elk meat. OSP SIU Detective Josh Bpootedrat least
nine headless bucks had been located on local winter range, which might be related to the
suspect(s). Computer and DNA evidence is still being processed for both ktetes.
determined that the bull elk is believed to have been poached in Washington.



WDFW Officers Ryan John (far left) Jim Nelson (back ow center) and Oregon Troopers
with illegal wildlife seized in raid

A lot of people provided expertise and assistance to help Officers John and Nelsohisafoi t
including fellow Officers McQuary and Myers, WDFW Wildlife BiologistatAFowler and Paul
Wik, ODFW and WDFW Licensing Departments, the Columbia County Sheriff'sribegat,

OSP SIU Det. Josh Brooks, and the Central Point OSP F&W Detachment. When that many
people care strongly about our natural resources, poachers lose no mattardvoayfidney are.



