WGA Sponsors a Fishing Trip for Wounded Warriors

Submitted by: WDFW Sgt. Matt Nixon

| think a reflection of national character is irvhwve treat of those that return after serving the
country in foreign wars and conflicts, especialigge that are wounded or disabled. | was too
young to remember much about the Vietnam War, ot ware of the poor treatment that
many of the servicemen and women received uponieirn to the United States. | know
from working with several veterans of that war ttagir transition into civilian life was not easy.
| am fortunate to work with WDFW Officer Jerry Zinamman and hear the first-hand accounts
of the Irag War. Listening to Jerry's stories oimbat and hearing about his close friends that
have been killed or wounded, | wanted to do somegtto try and thank those that have served in
the war. Earlier this year, | approached WGA Prasiddan Chadwick with the idea of a fishing
trip out of Westport that the WGA would sponsorifgured servicemen. Dan immediately
embraced the idea and brought it to the Executber® The E Board approved the use of
$2,000 to book a trip. | had no idea how to orgarsiach a trip or who to contact. Then Phil
Johnson stepped forward with a connection at Fewti&. Phil, a retired Air Force veteran, told
me that there was a Wounded Warriors BattalionasebThe Wounded Warriors Battalion is a
special unit set up to allow soldiers who weretieguto heal until they can be medically
discharged or returned to their units. Phil madedbnnection for me and | set-up the trip. Dan
O'Hagen recommended a charter company and we bolo&Biscoverywhose Skipper is Dave
Camp, with Catch-A-Lot Charters out of Westport, Jaly 11th. We also decided to sponsor a
BBQ after the trip to get to know some of the wansiand hear their stories. Dan O'Hagen
brought out his best connections and organizet\tbstport Ladies Auxiliary of the local VFW
and South Beach Senior Center to contribute sa@ladslesserts. Dan's wife, Jeanne, lost her
father in the Korean War and she is very activihen"VFW and was eager to help. Dan also
contacted the USCG base in Westport and they afffitreir outdoor recreation fields for the
BBQ. The WGA bought the meat and drinks and the G&ificers volunteered to do the
cooking. Dennis Nicks agreed to bring his famoussblebeans.

On the morning of the 11th, two vans loads of semwien arrived at 06:00 hours in Westport to
meet the boat. The morning was calm and cool. We Vueky to have gotten a stretch of good
weather. The Warriors were excited and thrillethatprospect of being out on the water. Many
had never been fishing in the ocean. | warned tteebning warm clothes and Dramamine. WGA
members Ted Holden, Jerry Zimmerman, Mark Jameg$antiGolden volunteered to go out on
the boat and help. A KING 5 television crew alsoampanied the fishermen to do a story. We



had arranged for Officers Dan Klump and Jeff Wiskeim to meet the charterboat in a rigidhull.
KING 5 wanted to do another story on the coastahea seasons and obtain footage of officers
checking boats. By all accounts the Warriors hgdeat trip. They limited the boat with

lingcod, rockfish and cabezon. Only two got seasligkng the trip and both recovered at the
BBQ. Isabel VanVladriken ordered WGA hats for #le¢s and each was given hat as a token of
our appreciation. We saved a hat to give to thensander of the USCG base, Mark Oglesby, as
a thank you. Mr. Oglesby and his crew did the cogki

| asked some of the Watrriors to tell me about tredwes, their jobs in the service, where they
were from, and how they were injured. Prior to\ang several of them wrote shorts notes on a
pad to share with me:

Sgt. Diana Clark is from Portland, OR. She wasragun a training accident and has a son who
is a disabled combat veteran. Diana caught thefigts of the trip.

Sgt. Martin Noriega is from El Monte, CA. He wasigsed to assist with training of Coalition
forces and broke his neck when his Humvee was blgwa year ago.

Sgt. Scott Frank is from Shenandoah, IA, his wab&$ vehicle commander and was wounded
by a roadside bomb.

Private Charlie Coleman is from Paris, TX and was & the left eye while on patrol a year
ago.

Corporal Roger Johnson is from Salt Lake City, W@ aas wounded in Baghdad.

Sfc. John Asher is from Redmond OR, did two toarkaq and injured his spine last year in
Iraq.

Sgt. Leonard S. Pederson Il is from Minnesota aslahtwo-year-old daughter. He did three
tours in Iraq and was wounded on his last tour.

Spc. John Adams from Portland OR, was injured windming in Iraq.

| expected the Warriors to be a younger group dund that most were in their late 20s, 30s and
early 40s, | think a reflection on the militaryspéndence on National Guard and Reserve
troops. They were all very professional and impuesi their bearing. It was evident that they
had recently been through very difficult times. td@inately, most would be returning to Iraq or
Afghanistan if they recovered from their injuries.

| think the trip was a great success. | am prowad the WGA came forward as a group and
sponsored the trip. About 25 WGA members (Officeespe with their families and participated
in the BBQ. Everyone was a great help in prepattiegpicnic area and contributing food. We
donated the remaining food to the Westport Senemt€r, who was thrilled to receive it. KING



5 did an outstanding piece on the trip (viewabléhmarchivednvironment Sectiomt the
KING 5 home webpage).

Lastly, we have numerous veterans of several waitsel Enforcement Program; | think even
now they would be grateful to receive a "thank yfmr'their service.



